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Biggest and Best News -- Adoptions!

“Woodstock” finds his own 
place.

“Peppermint Patty” was a mother dog 
who arrived with 4 tiny puppies, still 
nursing. We raised them until they were 
ready for adoption. Here “Mother” is 
with her new forever family. 

“Marty” finds his family.

Carole DeMarco and family adopted “Fritzi”.

"Graham" with his new family.

“Snoopy” with his new 
family.

James O’Sullivan gave our “Christine” 
a home.

Adoptions are the biggest and best news we have and are the highest 
reward we receive. We hope these photos of our dogs (that came to 
us as strays) and their new families, will warm your hearts and re-
ward YOU for your contributions toward their care. Thank you for 
helping the dogs get a second chance!
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Tripp Arnold is 6 years old, and for the 
past 4 years, he’s asked friends to bring 
dog food for us instead of gifts for him.  
His parents are teaching him service at a 
young age.  Thank you, Tripp, for being 
unselfish and generous with the dogs.

 Tim Wanasek is the grandson of our 
dear friends and supporters, Tom and 
Ruth Wanasek. They’ve been volunteer-
ing and raising money for our dogs for 
many years. After Tim and his dad visit-
ed us (along with Tom and Ruth), I asked 
Tom to please write about their visit and 
he was kind enough to do so. Here’s the 
good news about that visit:
 Tim Wanasek was turning 10 in De-
cember, and when his parents asked him 
what he wanted for his tenth birthday, he 
replied that he had enough things, and re-
ally didn’t need anything. What he really wanted was money to send to ARF to help 
the dogs. At his party, his guests gave him cash for the dogs of ARFhouse. He learned 
of ARFhouse and its mission through the newsletter, and he wanted to help.
 In early January, he made the trip to ARFhouse with his parents. He brought with 
him almost $175, and was treated to an escorted tour of ARF by Martha Hovers. On 
the ride back to Plano, Tim said he was thinking about other ways he could help 
Martha and the dogs. Tim attends Anderson Elementary in Plano, Texas.  
 You don’t have to be wealthy to help ARFhouse, you just have to want to help.

“Scarlett” is a sweet natured senior 
dog, picked up by animal control 
in Mt. Pleasant, TX. We routinely ac-
cept some handicapped dogs that 
arrive there and are scheduled for 
euthanasia. Blind Patches, blind 
Helen Keller, Eddie (who has some 
bone issues in his back legs), are 
just a few examples. They get 
to live out their lives here at 
ARFhouse.

“Wilma Jean” was wandering near Hwy 
1417 in Sherman when our staff person, 
Roxanne South, found her.

We named these 2 beautiful boys “Rocky” and 
“Bulwinkle”. They were found at the Texas 
Visitors Center by a couple traveling from 
Chicago to Dallas one evening. They called 
us and brought the dogs to us that night. We 
think they’re probably brothers, although 
“Bulwinkle” is a bit larger than “Rocky”. 
They are very loving golden retrievers, soon 
to find homes through our adoption events.

Newcomers
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Buck fell out of a truck.  He rode with 
his guardian in a big semi, but when the 
door was opened at a truck stop, Buck 
(being a young dog and not too savvy 
yet) leapt out of the truck and broke his 

elbow.  It was a really bad break and he 
screamed when his man picked him up.  
The big rig, Buck and the man were east 
of Gainesville and at 4:30 pm, the day 
was slipping away, with Buck in really 
bad pain.  His guy found ARFhouse on 
the internet and called us.  We called 
our veterinarians and Dr. Morris and Dr. 
Schwind said they’d wait for Buck to ar-
rive.  Fortunately the truck driver pulled 
up to the clinic at around 5:45, and soon 
Buck was feeling no pain. Dr. Schwind’s 
husband, Dr. Allen Cloutier, is a veteri-
nary orthopedic surgeon and he offered 
to put the screw in Buck’s elbow.  Buck 
is healing nicely.  He’s almost ready to 
find his own family.  We’re grateful to 
our veterinarians for helping Buck (and 
ARFhouse dogs). 

“Buck” and the Truck Not Just Dogs....

“Fiona” the Mammoth Donkey
 
That’s right; we’re not here just 
for dogs, even though our popula-
tion is mostly made up of them. 
“Fiona” was in terrible conditions. 
She was on a bare pasture for sev-
eral months. Her owner claimed 
she was unable to afford to feed 
her, and she had no shelter. In De-
cember, during the coldest weather, 
she had icicles hanging all over her 
fur. One of our friends finally con-
vinced the owner to surrender her 
to ARFhouse, and a horse lover 
brought her here in her horse trailer. 
She now has her own pasture and a 
new little barn for her and her soon 
to be offspring. (She was already 
bred upon arrival at ARFhouse.) 
Everyone is excited about the ap-
proaching birth, which should occur 
in the next few weeks.

Customer Service Agents at Southwest Dallas Love Field did it again!
In the middle of the December ice storm, 
they sponsored a Frito Pie/Chili Dog 
sale at the airport. With the support of 
inflight, ramp, operations, and customer 
service personnel, they brought donated 
hot dogs, chili, Fritos, soft drinks, and 
cupcakes to sell as a luncheon fundraiser 
for ARFhouse. Much of this was made 
possible by the generosity of a handful 

of employees who underwrote the cost 
of the food.
 ARFhouse is no stranger to these 
folks. This is the fourth fundraiser held 
for ARFhouse over the past several 
years. This fundraiser raised approxi-
mately $1,500, and altogether over the 
years, over $5,000!
 Although it was cold outside, stom-

achs were filled with warm treats. Yes, 
food sells, and donations are made 
when the cause is a good one. ARF-
house holds a special place with these 
folks. THANKS Southwest Customer 
Service Agents, we LUV what you do 
for ARFhouse!

“Dirk” was abandoned in east Dallas.  A 
very nice couple took him in, but couldn’t 
keep him. They had him neutered and 
fully vaccinated, spending a great deal 
of money to 
have him vet-
ted. He tested 
positive for 
heartworms, 
which we 
plan to have 
treated. He’s 
good natured, 
and we’re 
certain he’ll 
find a home, 
after his treat-
ment. 

“Freddie” - You probably remem-
ber this little guy, but sometimes it’s 
interesting to look back at how they 
looked upon arrival at ARFhouse; 
and compare that image to how they 
look now. These are before and 
after shots.
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Sherry Sadler, Mike Sadler & 
family, Rusty Beeson & family, 

Bob & Barbara Lea, 
and the Joe Fielder family
by:  Robert & Cindy Lea

Roger Platizky
by: Martha, Wayne & Cindy 

Chisum

Darlene Schweizer
by:  Marilyn Pickens

The Chisum family
by: Roger Platizky

Andy Williams and “Frankie”
by: Gerda & Jerry Huffman 
(mom & dad) and “Maddie”

Frieda Phillips
by:  Emilie Collins

Judy & Homer Kissel
by: Larry & Diana Pryor

In Honor of Animal Lovers and Beloved Pets
In December we receive many donations in lieu of Christmas gifts for friends and loved ones.  For simplicity, 
we have incorporated them into our “In Honor” list since they are honoring those we care about.

Jerry Huffman
by: Andy Williams & 

“Frankie”

Gerda Huffman
by: Andy Williams & 

“Frankie”

Tom Huffman
by: Andy Williams & 

“Frankie”

“Maddie”
by: Andy Williams & 

“Frankie”

“Annie”, “Buster”, “Ellie”, 
“Britches” & “Callie”

Darlene & Charles Schweizer’s 
beloved pets

by: Linda Tarzis

Sherry & Roger Harvey
by: Kim Wortham

Lloyd & Chris Richey
by: Joan & Phil  Hamilton

Lloyd & Chris Richey
by: Cheryl Bates

Pam Porter
by: Debbie Hicks

Shirley Holt & “Thor”
by: Charlotte & Marlin Cobb

June & Marten Davies
by: Cindy Boling

Carolyn & John Erfurth
by: Cindy Boling

Susan & Jim Tallis
by: Cindy Boling

Chris & Lloyd Richey
by: Catherine Bearch

“Toby”, “Katie”, “Scarlett”, 
“Sam”

by: Mr. & Mrs. Stanley 
Simmons

Martha Stephens
by: Dennis Motes

Teri Keller
by: Dennis Motes

Tom Caesar
by: Dennis Motes

Betty Ann & Matt Sullivan
by: Allyson, Lucy, Burt, Bernie 

& Dalton Martin

Andy Williams, on his birthday
Mom & Dad

(Gerda & Jerry Huffman)

Thank You . . .
The Oliver Dewey Mayor Foundation made a $4,000 grant 
to ARFhouse for the purchase of dry dog food.  The holidays 
are a time when food donations always fall short of the need, 
and we’re grateful for these funds which helped us to feed the 
dogs over the holidays, and into the New Year. 

The Robert & Virginia Hobbs Charitable Trust made a $4,000 
grant to ARFhouse to assist with the cost of medical care for 
the animals.

Hutchins Plumbing & Air Conditioning of Sherman, Texas 
delivers dog supplies (whatever we tell them we need) each 
month. These are substantial gifts; dog houses, dog food, mul-
tiple metal buckets, stainless steel food pans, and the list goes 
on and on. We’re grateful to these faithful friends who never 
forget the dogs.

In addition to Lynn Surls and Mike O’Brien 
(who have made the major contributions toward 
completion of the Liz O’Brien Adoption Center), 
the following friends or family members of Mr. 
O’Brien have given donations in Liz’s memory 
and to be added to the fund to finish this project:

Carole & Tom Petty
Preston & Barbara McAfee

Dianne Sztamentis
Justin & Allis McAfee
Jerry & Marion Mills

Pat & Ginger O’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Holman

Adoption Center

THANKS . . .

to Mr. G in Denison (a faithful supporters of the dogs) for the $2,000 check he brought on March 21st.
He wanted to remain anonymous. 
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In Memory of 
Animal Lovers

Appeal
from Martha Hovers

Scott Buchanan
by: Suzanne Buchanan

Rachel Preston
by: Susan & R.C. Slagle

The following people made donations 
in memory of David Sprowl:

Werner & Anita Frietsch
Jerry & Suzanne Chapman
Steve & LaTressa Melton

Glenda & Howard Brandon
John & Barbara March

Suzanne, Lonnie & Amy Morris
Teresa, Mary & Rawls Fortenberry

Tommy Karlene Bortscht
by: LaTressa Melton

Les Mitchell
by: Betty & Michael Mitchell

Torvo Kyrola
“my father, who passed away 3 years 

ago.  I miss him so much.”
Kathy Caudell

Helen Millard
“greatly missed by her son, Jeff, and 

all family members.”
by: Marilynn Barren

Jack Phillips
“who loved all critters”

by: Frieda Phillips

Billie Price
by: Janelle & Thomas Johnston

Kelly Greene
by: Shelley & Rhett Nicholson

Becky Welch
by: Barbara Smith

George Glenn Gravley
by: Impact Family

      Nermin & Jelena Selimic
      Meaghan Treanor

Gaylan Terry Thomas
by: Debbie Patterson

John Frederick
by: Jane Gowans

Please give whatever you can afford to help the animals of ARFhouse and 
North Texas. This is the time of year that donations are at their lowest; tax time 
affects everyone. But the work with the animals never stops. Staff must be paid. 
Vehicles must be filled. Dogs must eat. Maintenance is non-stop. The animals 
depend on you for their livelihood. Thank you for never forgetting them.

Donations In Memory of Beloved Pets
“Buddy”

Beloved baby of Tami Booth. He 
is dearly missed by all who knew 

him.
by: Jennifer Hillary

“Abby Dabby”
Cliff & Wanda Parker’s beloved pet

by: Tom & Laura O’Neill
“You were a wonderful niece puppy 
all these years. We will miss you and 

cherish many wonderful years.”

“Freyja”

“Our beloved English Setter - 14+ 
years, always in our hearts, dearly 

missed”
by: Joan & Thomas Robson

Special Memorials
Two of ARFhouse’s long-time supporters:

JoyCe DenneHy - Contributor since 2002

JAneT SieCk - Dear friend and contributor since 2000

WISH LIST
 Purina Dog Chow
 Purina ONE
 Purina Puppy Chow
 Beneful

 Kibbles ‘n Bits
 Packing tape
 Scissors

Yes, more than anything, we need the dry dog food listed here.
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Brakebill Veterinary Hospital Made The Following “In Memory” Donations

“Serious”
Bob & Sue Hale

“Dominik”
Allison Roper

“Gunny”
Shannon Pierce

“Lexy”
Tim & Teresa Dooley

“Cocoa”
Glenda Gilliam

“Spender Dean”
Nancy Hebert

“Muffy”
Bobbie Johnson

“Crickett”
Gene Faries

“Lola”
Diana Garcia & family

“Iggy”
Janice Johnson

“Lilly”
The Longo Family

“Baby Girl”
Robyn Tomlin

“Kicio”
Marta Weiss

“Callie”
Dr. Charles Mooney &

family

“Mollie”
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Bankston

“Tori”
Shepherd family

“Callie”
Richard Taylor

“Baby”
Kathy & Steve Tolbert

“Buddy”
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Brown

“Bunny”
Carol Daeley

“Skip”
Randy & Tish Smith

“Truly”
Nancy Hauschild

“Winston”
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Avard

“Wilbur”
Mr. & Mrs. Brinkley

“Ox”
Diane Pratt

“Cullen”
Nicole Gordon

“Trixy”
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Moore

“Boomer”
Brandon & Paula Stewart

“Taffy”
Jay Honeycutt

“Sinbad” & “Amos”
Karen Hail &

Mike Collinsworth

“Boots”
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Zieske

“Rex”
Kathy Meador

“Kali”
Annie & Dennis Scriven

“Missy”
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Watson

“Gypsy”
Reynolds family

“Casper”
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Landers

“Tracker”
Paula Youree

“Callie”
Leneta Wallace

“Stubbs”
Robert Brownlee

“Dylan”
Lisa Riley

“Lily”
Mr. & Mrs. Egres

“Sadie”
Linda Robertson

“Katja”
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Mooney

“Prissy”
Tommy Jo Sutherland

“PB”
Patrick Feyerebend

“Bo”
Mr. & Mrs. David Todd

“Dakota” & “Stormy”
Rick Padilla & Alan Smith

“Katy”
Brad Earnhart & family

“Angus”
Morris & Debbie Tucker

“Tripod”
Karen Tierney

“Honey”
Shelia Mexia

“Mimi”
LuRuth Taylor

“CW”
Dr. & Mrs. Kent Schrank

“Molly”
Max & Judy Kelley

“Bear”
Mr. & Mrs. Bill LaRoche

“Muffy”
Peggy Adcock

“Margaret”
Mr. & Mrs. Rogers

“Cali”
The Peterson family

“Benjamin”
Latice Tate

“Pumba”
Leslie Jackson & Ricky 

Roberts

“Misty”
Elizabeth Pearse

“Ringo”
Marshall Sartin

“Maud” (adopted from 
ARFhouse 13 yrs ago)

Breana Sanfield

“Nipsey”
Jim & Ariana Cox

“Sampson”
Mr. & Mrs. Henderson

“Max”
John Evans & Nell West 

& family

“Graybones”
Bill & Vicki Horne



~7~

Canyon Creek Pet Hospital Made The Following
“In Memory” Donations

Thanks
To the people who help our dogs

Sherman WalMart
Danny & Dr. John Brakebill
Stacey & Dr. Clay Morris

Dr. Jennifer Schwind
Brakebill Veterinary Clinic Staff

Canyon Creek Pet Hospital
Niemann Publications

Moka’s Dog rescue
Walmart

Deb Blakeney
Dr. Allen Cloutier

ARFhouse’s newslet ter  is 
published by the Animal Refuge 
Foundation, 3377 Spalding Rd., 
Sherman, TX 75092. Phone 
(903) 564-7056. Martha Hovers, 
Editor.

ARFhouse
DIRECTORS

 
Danny Brakebill
Sally O’Brien

Martha Hovers
 

Secretary
Roxanne South

ARFhouse
Non-Profit Organization

on Facebook

www.arfhouse.org

“Sebastian”
The Salgado’s

“Chance”
The Shaffer’s

“”Dixie”
The Baird’s

“Tyler”
The Sandoval’s

“Asher”
The Romm’s

“Tiy”
The Roberts family

“Gertie”
The Patterson’s

“Lucille”
The Luna family

“Fluffy”
The Skipworth family

“Skip”
The Palmer’s

“Taylor”
The Harrison’s

“Peanut”
The Pappas family

“Patches”
The Anderson’s

“Shadow”
The McWater family

“Heidi”
The Woodruff family

“Lacy”
The Johnson’s

“Patches”
The Schroeder’s

“Zoey”
The Graves family

“Bella”
The Folger’s

“Gucci”
The Fowler’s

“Choco”
The Burleson’s

“Dolly”
The Waymon’s

“Opie”
The Barrett’s

“Jamie”
The Kimbrel’s

“Stretch”
The Romm’s

“Lucky”
The Morgan family

“Zuzu”
The Larson’s

“Charlotte”
The Hanna family

“Ben”
The Farrer family

“Brady”
The Ervin’s

“Lady Tara”
The Myers family

I talk to him when I’m lonesome like; and I’m sure he 
understands. When he looks at me so attentively, and gently 
licks my hands; then he rubs his nose on my tailored clothes, 
but I never say naught thereat. For the good Lord knows I can 

buy more clothes, but never a friend like that.
~W. Dayton Wedgefarth 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We appreciate your continued
support of ARFhouse.

Be an ARFhouse Supporter!

ARFhouse needs and welcomes your donation in 
any denomination. Every dollar counts and is used 
for day-to-day operations, care of our animals, 
and assistance to animals in the community. Your 
donation is tax deductible. Please send your gift in 
the enclosed envelope to ARFhouse, 3377 Spalding 
Rd., Sherman, TX 75092.

Name:  ____________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________

  ____________________________________

Phone:  ____________________________________

Amount: $ ___________________________________

Mission Statement
Animal Refuge Foundation (ARFhouse) is a care-for-life, 
no-kill sanctuary in a rural setting and is home to 276 dogs. 
Dedicated to improving the lives of animals through rescue 
and rehabilitation, spay/neuter and placing animals into homes 
with loving guardians, ARFhouse also assists animals whose 
owners are unable to pay for the sterilization of their animals, 
particularly elderly people who are on fixed incomes. The 
Foundation will also provide financial assistance for any stray 
animal found who requires emergency medical attention. The 
major goal is to relieve suffering and to provide contentment 
and happiness to any dog who crosses our threshold.

3377 Spalding Rd.  Sherman, TX 75092
Phone (903) 564-7056

Website address: www.arfhouse.org


