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Taffy was found as a stray in 
Denison and brought to ARF. 
She just finished her heartworm 
treatment and is ready to find 
her forever family! 

This handsome fella was found 
as a stray on Baker Street in 
Sherman. Baker is the sweetest 
guy and will be looking for his 
forever home very soon! 

One of our neighbors showed 
up early one morning, asking if 
we could take a stray dog that 
wandered up to their house. 
Could you say no to this face? 
Neither could we! Rambo was 
only with us a short time before 
he was adopted, but we’ll 
remember this firecracker for 
life!  

Pippin arrived very sick; she 
spent two weeks at the vet 
before she was finally able to 
come out to ARF. She’s now 
healthy, happy and waiting on 
her forever home! 

Delaney had been running up 
and down a busy highway for 
over a week before a Good 
Samaritan was able to get her 
into his car to bring her to ARF. 
Delaney is a shy girl but loves 
people and belly rubs.  

When Max’ mom went to 
assisted living, she called on 
us to care for her sweet, little 
man. We promised to find him 
his happy ending and we did 
just that! Max was adopted by 
a lovely couple with a passion 
for Schnauzers. Bottom pic is 
when he arrived and top is after 
his haircut.

Cleo came to us from another 
rescue; they didn’t have space 
for her OR her nine puppies. 
Cleo was found emaciated and 
starving, but her puppies were 
fat and happy...good momma! 
No more puppies for this sweet 
girl!  

We decided that since the NEWCOMERS page was delayed, we’d make it our “Happenings” 
since so many have arrived since the Spring newsletter.  We know everyone loves to see the ones we 
rescue, and here they are!  
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We were contacted about a 
mother dog who was tied up in 
the front yard of a residence, 
nursing nine puppies. A kind 
stranger was able to convince 
the homeowners to let her 
take Bindy and her puppies 
and brought them straight to 
ARF!  

Tessa was found as a stray in 
Sherman. What we did not 
know when we took her in was 
that Tessa was pregnant with 
8 puppies! Tessa 
has been spayed, 
vetted and is cur-
rently looking for 
her forever home.

Sadie and her nine puppies 
were left behind in an apart-
ment when their “family” was 
evicted. Sadie was a great 
momma, but her puppy days 
are over now! Her puppies 
have all gone to Colorado to 
find homes, now it’s Sadie’s 
turn.

Lori was found in an empty 
field; she was lying next to her 
two puppies that had passed 
away. Lori is full of energy 
and loves everyone she meets! 
Lori loves it here at ARF but 
would really love a family to 
call her own.

This sweet girl was left be-
hind when her family moved 
away. She is one of the sweet-
est dogs that has ever come 
through the gates and will be 
ready for adoption as soon as 
she is spayed.  

Austin was found near Austin 
College when two students 
picked her up. They searched 
for her family. She is sweet, 
silly and looking for her for-
ever home!

This sweet momma was found 
at Choctaw Creek with her 
four puppies. Claire has been 
spayed, vetted and is now 
looking for her forever home. 

Tama was living in an apart-
ment and causing quite the 
ruckus! Neighbors started to 
complain about the noise so 
her family had to find a place 
for her or get kicked out of 
their home. Tama is deaf but 
as sweet as she can be!  

NEWCOMERs. CONT.

We were contacted by a 
shelter in east Texas about 
this poor little girl (whom we 
named “Raffa”).  She had been 
picked up by them and they 
were looking for a place where 
she could receive the medical 
care she needed. As you can 
see, “Raffa” has a terrible case 
of mange. We’ve treated her 
with the oral meds “Nexgard”, 
which will eradicate this 
terrible parasite. When we see 
a dog that’s suffering, we try 
to step in to help the animal. 
You make this possible with 
your monetary gifts.

Winter 2019-Press-11-22-19.indd   2 11/22/2019   12:52:51 PM



~2~ ~3~~3~

Pictured: Emily Montemayor & Ashley 
Griffey with “Rambo”

“Tucker” adopted by Jim & Rebecca 
Orr. 

“Taffy” with her new daddy, Erik Lee 

“Puca” with Luis Santiago & Edna 
Rojas.

“Chief” found a great home with  Mark 
& Stephanie Scott & their children

Our “Pickles” (left) adopted by Nan-
cy Kay & Sean Head.

“Pete” found a home with Barb & 
Richard Brant and their sons, Noah & 
Ben.

“Jill” went home with Laura Padula 
and her daughter, Samantha. 

“Margo” went home with Tiffany & 
Cheng Peng and their 2 sons. 

ADOPTIONs
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 We are coming off of another busy quarter, intake-wise! 
We have more dogs ready for adoption than ever before. 
Luckily for us, we were able to secure a third location to hold 
our adoption events; Petsmart in Allen, located on Stacy Road 
has been kind enough to host an event any time we call! 
 Having three adoption events in a month is a big job; 
our volunteers are kind enough to give up their Sunday’s to 
help our dogs find homes. In order to keep up with three 
events, we are in the process of trying to grow our volunteer 
base. We are looking for event volunteers to help with setup/
takedown, walking/handling the dogs and greeting potential 
adopters. More adoptions means we are able to help more 
dogs in need! 

“What I’ve Been Up To”
by: Jenna Glover

Lowe’s Helps the Animals
We are grateful to the Sherman Lowe’s Home Improvement 
management for alerting us to deep discounts on appliances 
when they’re on sale.  We love our BIG new washing ma-
chine (for bedding and towels) and dryer!

Wren Chiropractic
Each summer these faithful friends hold a silent auction to 
benefit the dogs.  They do all the work and provide the items, 
and send us the check!  A big thanks to them for their suc-
cessful efforts to raise money for the animals.

Hampton Inns
Thanks to the Sherman and Frisco Hampton Inns for all the 
great linens they regularly donate. 

I read about Hank on-line and was touched by his story 
and how his short life had taken a turn for the worst. I was 
compelled to take him.....but didn’t know the magnitude of 
what I was taking on.
 Hank had been run over and dragged by his owner’s 
car. The owner was going to have him euthanized since the 
accident had paralyzed Hank from the “waist” down.  But a 
rescue in the metroplex heard about him and persuaded the 
owner to allow them to take him. Hank was a handful; full of 
energy and tooling around in a wheelchair, with NO control 
over bowels nor urination. Quite a challenge for anyone!
 The foster had cared for him for months, and needed to 
place him in a permanent home, and I had the ridiculous idea 
that I would have time to do this. I quickly realized not only 
did I not have time, I didn’t have the strength to lift him into 
his chair. Hank wanted to go EVERYWHERE at ARFhouse, 
and was fearless and always cheerful. No dog felt animosity 
nor fear with him. He made friends wherever he rolled his 
chair. Fortunately, Dawn Herndon returned to work for us 
(she worked here several years ago and had gone to a better 
paying job elsewhere). She decided that she wanted to 
return and live on-site in one of our little employee houses 
with her two daughters, Krissy and Theory. This was a big 
WIN for ARFhouse and not just because she wanted to care 
for Hank!
 Dawn has taken over supervision of the operations, di-
recting and guiding employees, advising me of problems (ei-
ther with scheduling or maintenance), and she makes certain 
every dog who needs medications receives it regularly. She 
ordered a new wheelchair for Hank because his didn’t fit his 
shape and size. She and Cassie Pankratz, (another great ad-

dition to staff) insisted on paying for it. Dawn keeps Hank 
in her house at 
night and she 
and her girls 
have put him on 
a strict sched-
ule. He rolls all 
day when the 
weather is fine.
 At night 
he crashes in 
a bedroom on 
sheets inside a 
little pen. She 
manages his 
cleanup and 
with a strict 
routine, it’s not 
as messy and 
unpredictable 
as in the beginning.  Hank is the happiest dog out here now.  
On another note, Dawn brought her pit bull, Zeus, with 
her when she moved to ARFhouse.  He and Hank are 
best buds.  What a relief for ME!!

“HANK” the Cow Dog
by: Martha Hovers

Thanks go out to “Dewey” (the sock 
bandit) and his pal, Don, who bring 
LOTS of goodies for the dogs several 
times a year.  It’s like Christmas when 
Dewey shows up.  He brings premium 
canned food and dry food, blankets, like-
new toys, and various things to care for 
our dogs.  Stacks of them!  The “Dew” 
loves us, and we love him!
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Appeal

ARFhouse Wins!
If you read our last newsletter you know that this 
was our first year to participate in  North Texas 
Giving Day.  This annual event was a huge suc-
cess for us. Thanks to those of you who donated 
to ARFhouse on this important day.  First-year 
participants are eligible for extra prizes. We were 
fortunate - again thanks to many of you - to be 
awarded a prize by the Dallas Foundation. We 
took the first place prize for most donations by 
a first-year participant in our category (medium 
size non-profit). The name of the prize was “Fab-
ulous Freshmen”, and that title brought with it  
$3,500 in prize money.  We had 91 donors! The 
award was a real honor for ARFhouse. We are 
proud of our results and grateful to our donors. 
We are also grateful to our own Jenna Glover 
and  Adoption Coordinator, Deb Blakeney. They 
made a big difference in our success. Their plan-
ning and coordination of our email and social me-
dia campaigns got the word out. For the ten days 
before the event, a new fact about ARFhouse or 
a new story about the work we do was posted 
encouraging donations. On the day of the event, 
Jenna and Deb sat at their computers from 5:30 
AM until after midnight posting new and inter-
esting facts and keeping track of our progress.  
Our total direct donation amount was $15,009. 
We had a $5,000 matching donation from our 
good friend in Florida, and with the $3,500 prize 
money, our grand total for the day was $21,009.  
It was a great day indeed for the dogs of ARF-
house!

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR STARS!
 
JENNA GLOVER is a staff member who worked at ARFhouse from 2010 
through 2014, before leaving to work for a local law office. She returned in 
2018 to take over our B-a-Pal program, special events, 
assisting at adoption events, taking photos of newcom-
ers (and posting pictures of them) and posting dogs on 
PetFinder, plus keeping medical records, heartworm 
prevention up-to-date, and flea/tick prevention for the 
dogs. She also manages our facebook page and gives 
changes for the website to our webmaster. I think she 
must do more than all this because every time I ask her 
to do something, she’s ALREADY done it. We’re so happy to have Jenna 
back where she belongs -- at ARFhouse!

DEB BLAKENEY is our Adoption Coordinator and much more!  Deb is 
not an employee.  She’s been a “volunteer” for almost 4 years, and what a 
difference her service has made in the lives of so many 
dogs!  I purposely put the word “volunteer” in quotes 
because she is ALWAYS on-point, ready to say “yes” to 
any request and every time I contact her, she’s working 
on something for ARFhouse. She organizes the adoption 
events,  contacting volunteers in advance to make certain 
there are enough people to handle the dogs; show them, 
walk them, etc. at our events.  She holds two events 
each month; one at the McKinney PetSmart, one at the Prosper PetSmart 
and sometimes a special event in Allen. She makes cage cards for each dog, 
arrives early to set up cates, and she takes applications from prospective 
adopters.  She speaks at length with those individuals who wish to adopt to 
determine if they’re the best choice for the dog they want.  Deb will pick 
up and deliver dogs when they need transportation to a new adopter. She 
will pick up donations for us. She never says “NO” if it’s to help ARFhouse 
and our animals.

If you regularly receive our newsletter you know that we’ve expanded 
our services to help more dogs, hired more staff, and are spending much 
more money on our “puppy mission” as well as making a place for se-
nior dogs that are left to fend for themselves.  It takes a great deal of 
money, for dog food (especially soft food for the oldsters which we now 
must purchase), transportation costs, spay/neuter, paying 12 employees, 
maintenance of 45 acres, and the list goes on and on.  Please help us to 
continue this important work with your monetary gifts.

Our Need For Canned Dog Food
Just a “sidebar” to explain about our constant plea for canned dog food on 
our facebook page.  If you follow our page, you may be tired of reading this 
“ask”.  Please understand that we have many older dogs that need medica-
tion which we hide in the wet food.  Also, some of them have issues with 
dry food and require soaked kibble along with some canned.  WalMart and 
Chewy no longer donate, so we’re spending $500 monthly for a minimum 
amount of product.

Volunteers make Adoption Day 
possible.... We want to thank them 

and recognize them here:
Deb Blakeney

Rebecca Tatsch
Angela Ray

Trey Spradlin
Sam Douglas
Tom Wanesek
Ruth Wanesek
Tara Watkins
Amy Wheeler
Paige Wheeler
Laurel Haider

George Hoppe
Bruce Hartman
Karen Raynes

Mary Kyle Hendon 
Marissa Ricci

Last, but not least....
Roxanne South &

Jenna Glover - 
both employees of 

ARFhouse
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“Poppy”
Kimberly Mejia

“Murray”
Kalla McCain

“Sadie”
Gayzell Brown

“Ranger”
Rodney Monk

“Diva”
Mark Bruce

“Buddy”
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Rains

“Gizzy”
The Eloot Family

“Puddin”
Jack Young

“Butch”
Karen Tierney & Carol 

Graham

“Zach”
Lisa Riley

“Pancake”
Marilyn Crawford

“Stewie”
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn 

Whitaker

“Muffet”
The Manley Family

“Scrappy”
The Terry family

“Abby”
Brandy Hall & Mary Nix

“Pugsley”
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy 

Thompson

“Jasmine”
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Hawkins

“Marley”
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Diehl

“J.J.”
Deleena James

“Cody”
Lisa Riley

“Clove”
Diannah Walke

“Bandit”
Glenn & Jackie Melancon

“Maxie”
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Moore

“Tubby”
The Oglesby family

“Malley”
Mr. & Mrs. Bob DeVoll

“Buddy”
Tammy Shemaker

“Callie”
Johnn Palya & Kent

“Wookie”
Rick Padilla

“Cooper”
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Papoi

“Chaco”
The Hernandez family

“Puppies”
Mr. & Mrs. Jose 

Hernandez

“Maddy”
Mary Kay Parchman

“Teddy”
Ashley Lima

“Buca”
Tara LaRoche

“Leo”
Jaime Mower

“Chiquita”
Sheryl Dagenais

“Ginger”
Jerry Lyons & Ronny 

McCuiston

“Jessie”
Jeffrey & Emily Hurt

“BooBoo”
William Morrison

“Bella”
Roger & Sharlyn VanWinkle

“Lizzy”
Joy Melton

“Buddy”
Laura Payne

“Bud McHam”
Frances Neely

“Lucy”
Ken & Willie Day

“Bruiser”
Cynthia & Donald Dennis

“Bailey”
Cathy Black & Rick Dean

“Harley Black”
Peggy Harlan

“Babe”
Ruth LaLonde

“Belle”
Mr. & Mrs. Cameron Breen

“Cato”
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Winters

“Natalie”
Mr. & Mrs. Tom 
Noltensmeyer

Brakebill Veterinary Hospital Made The 
Following“In Memory” Donations

Thanks To the people 
who help our dogs

Stacey & Dr. Clay Morris

Dr. Jennifer Schwind

Danny Brakebill

Brakebill Vet Clinic Staff

Canyon Creek Vet Hospital

Niemann Publications

Deb Blakeney

Shedera & Clarence Farmer

DONATION JARS

These places display our jars, and if you 
patronize them, we hope you’ll leave us a 
tip:

Bill Smith’s Cafe, McKinney, TX

Home Consignment, McKinney, TX

Tractor Supply, Durant, OK

If you know a business that may be interested 
in hosting a donation box, please let us 
know.

DO YOU SHOP AT AMAZON?
If so, please go to:

smile.amazon.com

and choose ARFhouse as 

your charity so that the dogs 

of ARFhouse will receive a 

donation from your order!
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In Memory of Animal LoversCanyon Creek Animal Hospital 
Made The Following “In 

Memory” Donations
“Jodie”

The Gossage family

“Bo”
The Barnet family

“Scrappy”
The Wilder family

“Maggie”
The Johnston family

“Missy”
The McConnell family

“Miles”
The Rosson family

“Brandy”
The Springer family

“Peaches”
The Henson family

“Lexi”
The Hord family

“Popcorn”
The Sanders family

“Teddy”
The Pitzer family

“Tanzy”
The Garner family

“Baxter”
The Montgomery family

Wayman McMackin
by: Sharon McMackin

Judy Schuessel
by: her husband, Charles

Judy Blankenship
by: Robert & Kita 

Hempkins

Mrs. Rex Uphouse
by: Linda Uphouse

Ken Martin
by: Sue Martin

Monique LaCorbiere
“a kindred soul for 

animals”
by: Nancy Keating

Joyce Seals
by: Marilynn & Richard 

Barren

Marilyn Ellis Sanders
by: Jonathan & Lisa Marie 

Hitchcock

Joan Baker
by: Parker & Gayle 

McComas

Jeanie Stokes
by: Suzanne Callaway

Louis “Red” Elrod
Martha Hovers’ father

by: Richard & Vicki 
Washburn

The following made gifts 
in memory of

VIOLET “VI” BRUCE
Cherry Walker Meadows

Sally & Mike Shelton
Betty Roberts

Dick & Judy Robinson
Penny Erickson

Brad & Ruth Ann Moore
Trey & Susannah 

Crosthwaite
Elline & Wendy Erickson
Thomas & Gaye Defosset

Joan Baker
by: Parker & Gayle 

McComas

Louis “Red” Elrod
by: LuRuth Taylor

In Memory of 
Beloved Pets

“Millie” Blankenship
“Our sweet yellow lab”

by: Mark & Joan 
Blankenship

“Munchkin” Blankenship
“our sweet Chiweenie”

by: Mark & Joan 
Blankenship

“Cat”
beloved cat of Kim Snipes

by Roger Platizky

“Rosie”
Beloved fur-baby of Chuck 

& Pat Niemann
by Chuck Sr. & Sandy 

Niemann
 

“Smokey”, “Bear”, & 
“Ginger”

by: Katie Briggs

“Haylee”
by: Peter & Helen Schulze

“Riley”
“always in my heart”

by: Flo Shirley

“China Doll”
much loved tiny yorkie,

by her guardians:
Scott & Chun Staud

“Bingo”
Bri & Ben Chitwood’s 12 

yr old yellow lab
by: Nancy Shirley

To Honor Animal Lovers & Beloved Pets
Garrick Linn &

Carrie Beach Linn for: Christmas!
by: Debbie & Richard Worsham

“Hank”
Lucky ARFhouse black dog 
adopted by wonderful family

by: The Calhouns

Martha Chisum
for her birthday

by: Roger Platizky & “Tabitha”

Susan Badgett passed away 
on June 6th. As an avid 
animal lover, she had asked 
her sister, Gail, to make a 
$5,000 donation from her 
estate to a no-kill animal 
shelter. Gail visited us and 
liked what she saw. We were 
honored to be the recipient 
of this gift, which will help 
many dogs that reside at 
ARFhouse.

Kammie McCoy
by: Wilson N.Jones 

Medical Cntr Auxiliary

The following made 
donations in memory of 

JEANIE STOKES
Andy & Gay Hill

Donna Alar
Grace Carlson & family
Cheyne Pace (of Yale 

Capital Corp.)
Mike & Angie LaGrange

Dale Murden
Sandy Overly

Ed & Brenda Covington
Suzanne Callaway

Oldham Goodwin Group
Stacy & Susan Arent

Quita Hill
Elizabeth Plummer

The Chisum family
for Christmas

by: Roger Platizky & Tapitha

Roger Platizky
for his birthday & Christmas

by: Martha, Wayne & Cindy Chisum

MERRICK DOG FOOD is the best!!

WISH LIST
Postage Stamps

Canned “chopped” Pedigree
Purina ONE lamb or chicken dry dog food

Winter 2019-Press-11-22-19.indd   7 11/22/2019   12:53:08 PM



NONPROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

PERMIT #10
SADLER, TX 76264

Animal Refuge Foundation
3377 Spalding Rd.

Sherman, TX 75092

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We appreciate your continued
support of ARFhouse.

Be an ARFhouse Supporter!

ARFhouse needs and welcomes your donation in 
any denomination. Every dollar counts and is used 
for day-to-day operations, care of our animals, 
and assistance to animals in the community. Your 
donation is tax deductible. Please send your gift in 
the enclosed envelope to ARFhouse, 3377 Spalding 
Rd., Sherman, TX 75092.

Name:  ____________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________

  ____________________________________

Phone:  ____________________________________

Amount: $ ___________________________________

Mission 
Statement

ARFhouse is dedicated to 
improving the lives of ani-
mals through rescue and 
rehabilitation, spay/neuter 
and placing into homes with 
loving guardians. 

3377 Spalding Rd.  Sherman, 
TX 75092

Phone (903) 564-7056
Website address:

www.arfhouse.org
Email: martha@arfhouse.org

ARFhouse’s newsletter is 
published by the Animal 
Refuge Foundation, 3377 
Spalding Rd., Sherman, 
TX 75092. Phone (903) 
564-7056. Martha Hovers, 
Editor.

ARFhouse
DIRECTORS

 
Danny Brakebill
Sally O’Brien

Martha Hovers
Stacie Stuart 
Jenna Glover

Secretary
Roxanne South

ARFhouse
Non-Profit 

Organization
on Facebook
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