ARFhouse

Happenings
A non-profit, 501(c)3 charitable organization
VOLUME 24 • SPRING 2021

I feel certain that all our friends (you)
were concerned when the temperatures
were in single digits for a week in
February. One of the mornings the wind
chill was 16 below zero at 5:30 am. I was
afraid that some of the dogs would not have
survived the night. I was wrong. These
dogs are hearty! They all have igloos filled
with hay, but with those low temperatures,
we were dreading what we would find. The
most difficult chore was getting water to
every dog.
As you may know, the facility is spread
out over 25 acres with a total of over 314
dogs. Many of our yards hold only one
dog, so there are many gates to enter and
exit. Fortunately, there was no freezing precipitation, so gate latches were not frozen
shut. Our staff were exhausted at the end
of each very long day. But they persevered
and every dog had water and was fed well.
As I write this on March 2nd, the sun is
shining, and the temperature will be 60 degrees before the day’s end. Back to normal
for Texas. There was one other blessing for
us and our dogs: We lost no power (thank
you GCEC) nor water (thank you Two-Way
Water Service) to our buildings and service
never failed from our new water lines to all
the kennels from our two wells. Good utilities and thorough preparation pay off.  
 	 2020 was a difficult year in so many
ways and for so many people. One of the
only upsides for us was that we placed 96
dogs in loving homes. People were working from home, and most of our adopters
rightly assumed it was the perfect time to
adopt. This is the only positive for everyone involved since it was a tragic reason
people were confined. Our adoptions continue to be on the high side, and we were
excited to get back to Petsmart in April for

The Kennedy’s adopted Rita (now
Stella) late last year. When they
saw Rusty’s picture on Facebook they were drawn to him and
knew they had to meet. What they
didn’t know was that Rusty and
Rita came together after being
dumped in the country but Rusty
was very sick when he arrived so
it took him several months before
he was ready for adoption. It was
a real pleasure reuniting these
two and placing another dog into
such a wonderful, loving home.
The dogs acted as though no time
had passed and played until it was
time to go home!

“Aria” with Roy and Barbara Nance and ARF
alumni “Gremlin”, now known as “Izzy”.

“Peanut” found his forever home with
Nancy Taylor

our adoption events. Our first event of 2021
was a huge success, and we were able to
place 4 dogs into forever homes!
 	 Last year our Roxanne South
transported 247 puppies to the puppy
rescue (“LifeLine”) in Colorado. They have
a great “following”, and the puppies are

spayed/neutered as soon as they arrive
and then posted on their website for
adoption. People arrive from surrounding
states to adopt as well as residents all over
Colorado. We are happy to be affiliated
with them since so many of the abandoned
continued on page 3

MORE ADOPTIONS

Our precious “Tama” (who is deaf) with
Lisa Anderson. Love at first sight.

“Korkie” with Stephanie Weltsch

Laura Dierberger’s husband met Tessie at
our Petsmart event and immediately went
home to tell his wife to get up there before
we left. Laura made the same instant connection and we hear that Tessie is the most
wonderful addition to their family.

“Everyone thinks they have the best dog
and none of them are wrong.” -- W.R. Purche

Dolores Durand with “George” & “Fred” and
her 2 granddaughters. We were delighted
when Dolores wanted to adopt both. They
love each other, so this was a happy occasion for all.

They came, they saw, they didn’t leave
without her. Kate & Larry Whitfield knew
Ollie was their dog when they saw her picture on PetFinder. It was true love at first
sight as Ollie went straight to them as if
she’d known the Whitfield’s her whole life.
~2~

Amber Robinson with her new man,
Barney Rubble

ARFHOUSE dogs love
Merrick Dog Food!!

The End of an Era
It started with five. Four, three, two, and then there was one. In 2019, we rescued five
Labs that had been living in a bedroom for the first year and a half of their lives; living in
their own filth with little-to-no human interaction.
We made space in one of our largest enclosures so the dogs could stay together and
when we opened the doors to their travel crates, we were floored. For the first time, they
felt what it was like to run on grass, to see the sun and breathe fresh air. For the first
time, they got to be dogs, and we got to experience that with them. It’s a day we’ll always
remember and one I think about often when we’ve had a bad day at the sanctuary.
One at a time, they were adopted. Almost two years later we had one Lab remaining,
Dennis. These dogs are so special to us so, when we loaded Dennis in the car to drive
off to his forever, it was bittersweet. From start to finish is the promise we make every
single dog that walks through our gate, and we kept our promise as we sent Dennis off
with this perfect family.

Spencer found his perfect home with the
Jackson family! We love how he’s gazing at
his new family in this pic.
HAPPENINGS, continued from page 1
animals are puppies...or from homes where
pets were allowed to breed, and the owners
have no place for the puppies to go. When
we take in a litter of puppies, we always insist
that the mother dog is spayed (even if we
transport the dog and pay for the procedure).
 	 With the recent economic impact
brought on by COVID-19, most businesses,
organizations, and individuals have taken a
hit. While some have been fortunate enough
to be able to work remotely, others have
not. Business owners, both big and small
are not seeing the revenue they once were
and that directly affects non-profit organizations. If people are making less money (or
no money), they have less to give. In the
wake of such a devastating year, we saw a
little light at the end of the tunnel.
The Payroll Protection Program is a
loan designed to provide a direct incentive
for small businesses to keep their workers on payroll. What you do not spend on
payroll for a designated time, you must
return; however, payroll and payroll costs
incurred during that time are “forgiven”.
This program has given us security in a difficult time when all we had were questions.
What if people stop donating? What if we
must dip into our “nest egg”? The “whatif’s” were endless. We have not only been
able to keep our employees on payroll, but
we have also hired more employees to keep
up with the demands of our ever-growing
“pack”.  
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Newcomers

We thought a creature so majestic only existed in fairytales.
That was, until this gentle giant
showed up on our “doorstep.”
Boomer was dumped in a group
of four dogs just outside of ARF.
Sadly, one of them didn’t make
it but we were lucky enough to
save three and make a space
for them. This regal, debonair
devil is currently looking for his
forever home. It’s too bad the
Queen prefers Corgis!

A picture says a thousand
words and this one says it all.
Smoke is the happiest, sweetest, snuggliest guy that ever
lived. Good with children and
dogs alike, it’s a wonder how
someone could dump this angel
in an empty field. Smoke is currently going through treatment
for heartworms, after which he
will be available for adoption.
Whomever adopts this gem is
in for a real treat!

This cutie was rescued from a
hoarding situation, she was one
of 14 dogs AND she arrived with
8 puppies! She’s been a joy to
have around and is now available for adoption.

This spunky girl was abandoned on some property one
day and brought to ARF by the
kind folks that found her. Tessie
is a ball of fire and isn’t afraid to
let you know who’s boss. She
is ready for new adventures
with a fun-loving family!

Ben’s Big Surgery
When we got the call from
our friends at the shelter in Henderson, TX, we just couldn’t
say no. “Ben”, a dog that was
picked up and brought to the
shelter by animal control was
in bad shape; he had a severely
broken leg, just to start! Would
you say no to that face? Could
you?
Naturally, we agreed to
take Ben, so a transport person
from the shelter promptly delivered Ben to our place. We never
know what to expect from a dog
we haven’t met, but Ben greeted us with a wagging tail and
friendly face. Clearly in pain, all
he wanted was love and, luckily
for him, we have plenty of that
to go around. After the initial
exam at our veterinary clinic,

Yeehaw! This handsome devil
came to us after being found as
a stray with his sister. Cowboy
is sweet, energetic and ready to
be your ride or die buddy!

we were told Ben would need
multiple surgeries and months
of recovery. We started a Go
Fund Me for the costs and are
proud to say we met our goal of
$2,500.00! Ben has recovered
from his first surgery and is
doing well. He’s still got a long
way to go, but we’re getting
there.
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THANKS TO
RETAILERS IN
SHERMAN
Tractor Supply
Lowe’s Home
Improvement
Hampton Inn

We know what you’re thinking...
and yes, we HAVE contacted
canine modeling agencies. This
fine specimen was found running around a busy highway
one day, dodging traffic. He
bobbed and weaved through
those cars and straight into our
hearts, now we are looking for
his perfect, forever home! Mecca is sweet, playful and loving;
he will make a wonderful family
member.

Appeal:
We have been fortunate to be able to
keep our doors open in the midst of a
global pandemic; we understand many
businesses and organizations have
not. However, this year we are operating at a substantial loss. With so many
Americans out of work, struggling to
support their families, fewer people
have been able to donate to our rescue. This means that the programs we
take such pride in, adoptions, puppy
transport, spay and neuter take a big
hit. Without funds, we will not be able
to sustain these programs, resulting in
more dogs on the street and thousands
of unwanted births.
Additionally, our two largest expenditures are medical bills and payroll. As
we continue to grow, these expenses
grow with us. Without your support,
we would not be able to provide the
proper care for the individual needs of
the dogs, nor would we be able to pay
our staff for the incredible work they
do.
By donating to ARFhouse, you directly
help these dogs find the bridge to their
new life, be that in a forever home, or a
home with us; a better life. We accept
donations both in cash and in kind, but
we must be honest and state that we
do need quite a bit of money to meet
the medical needs of our dogs, and
to sustain the programs that go along
with our mission to rescue, rehabilitation and re-home.

Thanks To the people
who help our dogs
Stacey & Dr. Clay Morris
Dr. Jennifer Schwind
Danny Brakebill
Brakebill Vet Clinic Staff
Canyon Creek Vet Hospital
Niemann Publications
Deb Blakeney
Shedera & Clarence Farmer
Dewey the Sock Bandit
Petsmart at Cameron Crossing
Petsmart at the Gates of
Prosper

What I’ve Been Up
To”
by: Jenna Glover
Same mission, fresh new face. We have
been hard at work on creating a new website for over a year now, and when it was
time for a change, an old friend stepped up
to help.
Kyle Murphy has worked on our website in
the past and was up for the challenge of
a complete redesign. For those of you that
don’t know, that is a BIG job! As an avid
dog-lover, Kyle saw an opportunity to help
out by donating his time and talent at a discounted price to his favorite rescue.
A huge thank you goes out to our dear
friend, Kyle Murphy for creating a website
we can be proud of. We invite you to put
Facebook on hold for a few minutes and
check it out!

Kyle Murphy
Wren Chiropractic
Hampton Inn - Sherman
Hampton Inn - Frisco

DONATION JARS
These places display our jars, and
if you patronize them, we hope
you’ll leave us a tip:

Wal-Mart Paul’s Valley DC
Tractor Supply - Sherman

WISH LIST
Postage Stamps
Canned “chopped” Pedigree
Purina ONE lamb or chicken
dry dog food
Sheets

Bill Smith’s Cafe, McKinney,
TX
Home Consignment,
McKinney, TX
If you know a business that
may be interested in hosting
a donation box, please let us
know.

DO YOU SHOP AT AMAZON?
If so, please go to: smile.amazon.com
and choose ARFhouse as your charity so that the dogs of
ARFhouse will receive a donation from your order!
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Brakebill Veterinary Hospital Made The Following
In Memory Donations

To Honor
Animal Lovers
& Beloved Pets

“Mocha”
Laura Heger

“Hamilton”
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Beeson

“Bucky”
Linda Moseley

“Precious”
Stephanie Jaresh

“Sasha”
Donna Francis

“Yoyo”
Mr. & Mrs. LeRoy Brack

“Holly”
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Fine

“Gee”
Michele Smith

“Pebbles”
Paula Gray

“Rowdy”
Ginger Ricketson

“Coco”
Mario Guerreo

“Chessie”
Judi Blair

“Brownie”
Carrie & Tracy

“Angel”
The Butler family

“Zoe”
Kimberly Shepherd

“Lola”
Sheryl Eastwood’s beloved
pet
by: Lynn McCoy

“Kit Kat”
Michelle Schwind

“Dozer”
Jason Swayne & Stormy
Arnold

“Chula”
Charlotte Gravley

“Jack”
Mr. & Mrs. David Plyler

family of Sue Collins
by: Frieda Phillips

“Fender”
Trent & Katie Cockerham

“Wendy”
Judy Ridge

“Heidi”
Patricia Carlin

“Jake”
by: Jerry & Leslie Harris

“Tikvan”
Sheila Mayberry

“Mario”
Vanessa Swim

“Emma”
Teresa Early

“Bailey”
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kerr

Dr. Bryan & Marsha Kahl
for Christmas
by: Janice Kahl

“Harley”
Dennis Backshies

“Janie”
Jodi Brown

“MooMoo”
The Jackson Family

“Staci La Pew”
Linda Robertson

“Bones”
Bonnie Donaldson

“Bravo”
The Shojai Family

“Walter”
Karen Cain

“Sage”
Donne Hamilton

“Snickers
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Nichels

“Dalilah”
Mr. & Mrs. Bud Nelson

“Shiner”
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Dean

“Toby”
Isabelle Ulmschneider

“Cleo”
Melissa Jackson

“Crash”
Mr. & Mrs. Dusty Melton

“Bella”
Kimberly Shepherd

“Gandolph”
Sheila Mayberry

“Libby”
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Jones

“Bo”
Lisa Clements & family

“Abby”
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Burkhatty

“Lenny”
The Purdon Family

“Gracie”
Sandra Carey

“Abby”
James & Sue Monks

“Beau”
Jordan Moore

“Millie”
Sara Owens

“Michael”
Karen Tierney

“Old Man”
Lisa Whaley

“Cotton”
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Logston

“Princess”
Mr. & Mrs. Jana Endler

“Corky”
Ella Cork

“Buddy”
Sandra Currie

“Trixie”
Roxanne Walser

“Izzy”
Danielle Felder

Rebecca Tatsch

“Scooter”
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Moore

“Maze”
Austin Drew & Kaitlynn
McMillan

Trey Spradlin

“Kasper”
Jennifer Clark
“Rex”
Jennifer Mathews
“Bailey”
Lindsay Cift
“Scuttle”
Riley Hartnett
“Dodge”
The White’s
“Max”
The Morrow’s
“Beauty”
Kelly Tierney
“Mr. Wiggles”
Kelcey O’Neill
“Piper”
Larry Simpson
“Zena”
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bell
“Luna”
Megan Stogner
“Katie”
Christine Weiner
“Jeff”
Ron Atchley
“Tabitha”
Roger Platizky
“Ferguson”
Monica Rawlins
“Prince” & “Buddy”
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Moore
“Lolli”
Jerri Lyons
“Starr”
Karen Bounds
“Jack”
Sandra Kelley
“Kitty”
Elena Armstrong

“Libby”
Martha LaFoy
“KiKi”
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Giarraputo
“Guiseppe”
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Presley
“Jewelz”
Karen Bounds
“Tippity”
Sean Smith

Volunteers make
Adoption Day
possible....
We want to thank them
and recognize them here:
Deb Blakeney
Angela Ray
Sam Douglas
Tom Wanesek

“Copper”
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Clement

Ruth Wanesek

“Roxy”
Sarah Gardner

Laurel Haider

“Bonzo”
Mrs. Linda Moseley
“Sophie”
Mr. & Mrs. Rhett Davy
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Tara Watkins
Last, but not least....
Roxanne South &
Jenna Glover - both
employees of ARFhouse

Lynn & Kathy Surls
by: Todd Tuggle & Ashley
Duncan

“Katie, “Scarlett”, “Sam” &
“Piper”
by: Stanley & Sherry Simmons
Jane Wilson
by: Paul Wunderlick
“Missy” & “Tank”
by: Michael & Linda Tarzis
LuRuth Taylor
by: Stromnes family
“Honoring the hardworking
people of ARFhouse”
by: James & Donna Pennell
Ashley Wilkerson & Steve
Kurzyna
“Merry Christmas”
Thomas & Mary Kurzyna
(“Love, Mom & Dad”)
Margaret (“Peg”) Bourke
by: Kelley & Robbie Renfro
Tohnie Hynds-Berry
“My daughter”
by: Robert H. Hynds
Mindell Ayer
on her birthday
by: Ray & Gloria Campbell
Andy Williams
on his birthday
by: His mother, Gerda Huffman
Gerda Huffman
for her Birthday,
Love, Andy, Kay, Frankie, Margie, Duke, Patton & Nimitz
Paulette McDonald
by: Anonymous
Margaret Bourke (Nana)
by: Todd & Shelley Cranford

In Memory of Animal Lovers
LaJean Jenkins
“Best friend passed Jan 2 this year”
by: Sharon McMackin
Nancy Sneathern
by: Sharon McMackin
Waymon McMackin
by his wife: Sharon McMackin
Billy Henderson
by: Jerry Chapman
Charles Schweizer
by: Nick & Sue Keating
James Collins
by: Frieda Phillips
Phil Pacheco
The Rios Group
Eric Matthews
by: Susan & Stephen Pedigo
Eric Matthews
by: Susan Matthews (his mother)
James Collins
by: Frieda Phillips
Jeff Edwards
by: Diana Rafner

Jerry Huffman
by: his niece, Pam Huffman
Wayne Blount
by: John & Beth Hubbert
Jeff Edwards
by: Diana Hefner
Jerry Huffman
by: Andy, Kay & Tom Huffman
Brenda Witcher (& her rescue
cat “Kit”)
“They passed within months
of each other.)
by: Jant Witcher
Gerry Killen
“We loved Gerry & will miss her.”
by: Fred & Lisa Hollins
Maria Guadalupe Oliva-Pena
by: TMC Analyst
John Ferris
by: Kathy & Lynn Surls
Sue Beach
by: Michael & Betty Mitchell

Marion Rogers
by: Edward & Lucille Canzano

Linda Tucker
by: Gil & Quinton Agney-Jenkins
Lesa & Bill Kastler
Laura Agnew & Hill Abell

John McCain
by: Josh & Nicole Krauss

Gwen Huff
by: Jeanne Evans

John McCain
by: Linda Sanders

Mr. AND Mrs. Huff
by: Joy Lyn Bateman

Jerry Huffman
by: his wife (and a friend to
ARF) Gerda Huffman

Judy Schuessel
by: her husband, Charles
Schuessel

In Memory of
Beloved Pets

The following made gifts in
memory of Gwen Huff
“Millie” Blankenship
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Giesler
“our
sweet yellow lab”
Arlene Cason
by: Mark & Joan Blankenship
Nancy Wise
Matthew, Gina & Caitlin Woolsey
“Lola”
The Empty Nesters Sunday
(“was our greatest gift”)
School Class
by: Sheryl Eastwood & Steve
Walt & Barbara Buckner
Israel
Marsha Robertson
“Shea-Lynne”
Robert & Dorothy Giesler
“Our beloved border collie)
Marsha Robertson
by: James & Donna Pennell
Barry & Carol Wood
Dixie Mitchell
by: Richard & Marilynn Barren
Jerry Huffman
by: his wife, Gerda
Jerry Huffman
by: Andy Williams & Kay
Greenway Williams
Geraldine Petrocine Killen
by: Highport Marina
Marion Rogers
by: Edward & Lucille Canzano
Ava Ray
by: Katy Yates-Redwine

“Louie”
Beverly & Joann Nelson’s
beloved corgi
by: Chantal Gage, Marva Phillips, & Phyllis Shaw
“The Amazing Linus”
Karen Beth St. George’s
beloved pet
by: Tommy Ellis
“Darby”
Jon & LaVonda Brown’s
beloved pet
by: Bruce & Sharon Melton

“Louie”
Beverly Nelson’s beloved corgi
Debbie Reynolds
by: Joanne & Tom Flowler
by: Richard & Vicky Washburn
“Bella”
Robert “Bob” Mayfield
Zoe Pierce’s beloved dog
by: Karen Bounds
by: Nancy Norwood

Canyon Creek Animal Hospital
“In Memory” Donations
“Wally”
Darlene Cruit

“Goose”
Shanan Bailey

“Jazzmyn”
Forrest Clearman

“Boudreaux”
Christopher Grice

“Ranger”
Daniel Mitchell

“Lindy”
Chris Walling

“Baxter”
Johnna Ivey

“Bailey”
Andrea Smith

“Gypsy”
Jeff Cuthbertson

“Connor”
Jessica Mahone

“Bubba”
Linda Hix

“Scottie”
Teresa O’Dowd

“Frio”
Dina Kenemore

“Abby”
Sara Patterson

“Maizie”
Brad Douglass

“McKenzie”
Joanne Fowler

“Oreo”
Prima Gibson

“Callie”
Deborah West

“Abby”
Jennifer Durham

“Rudy”
Gail Utter

“Socks”
Marla Waggoner

“Onyx”
Greg Pappas

“Greta”
Robert Lea

“Buddly
Bruce Barsamian

“Bella”
Kristi Riley

“Bo”
Bruce Seastrunk

“Lucy”
Frank Sanza

“Pepper”
Patricia Patterson

“Angel”
beloved cat of Lauralee Butler
by: Tony & Norma Giarraputo
“Jaegar”
“beloved doofus dog”
by: Lt. Col. Eric & Mrs. Stacie
Judd
“Jake”
by: Jerry & Leslie Harris

“Boone Bethel”
“the greatest lab ever;
part of the Bethel family”
by: Amy Ball, Angela Wilson &
Beverly Nelson
“Laila”
beloved pet of
Vivienne & Phil Pitts
“Yoshi”
“Sarah’s Companion/Soulmate”
beloved pet of Michael &
Sarah McMaster
by: Marlin & Charlotte Cobb
“McKenzie”
beloved Dachshund of Tom &
Joanne Fowler
by: Beverly Nelson
“Rocky”
by: Charles Schuessel
“Louie”
“for your sweet ‘Louie’ boy”
Beverly Nelson’s beloved pet
by: Robin Bethel, Lindsay Willeford, Amy Ball, Amy Whaley
& Angela Wilson
“Diefenbaker”
by: Rebecca & Darrell Hardcastle
“Lola”
Sheryl Eastwood & Steve
Israel’s beloved pet
by: Lynn McCoy
“Lola”
by: Sheryl Eastwood & Steve
Israel
“The greatest gift we ever
received. Love you forever
sweet Lola.”

“Mattie” Wolff
(20 yr old cat)
by: Dr. Cherry Cunningham

“Bo”
Judy Harlin Wilson’s beloved
pet
by: Wally Black

“D-Ly-La”
beloved pet of Mary & Bud
Nelson
by: Wally Black

“Jake”
The Sandmann family beloved
pet
by: Cindy Weaver

“Yeager”
Eric Judd’s beloved pet
by: Aleta Oppermann

“Toffee”
by: Margaret Bourke

“Tabitha”
“My beloved cat”
by: Roger Platizky
“Jazz Clearman”
“beloved grand dame of
Forrest & Denise Clearman”
by: Beverly Nelson

“Ranger” McCoy
Lynn & John McCoy’s beloved
pet
by: Sheryl Eastwood & Steve
Israel

If any “In Memory or In Honor” gift failed to be included in this newsletter, I apologize for
the oversight. I would ask that you notify me by e-mail, and it will be in our next newsletter. martha@arfhouse.org
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We appreciate your continued
support of ARFhouse.
Be an ARFhouse Supporter!
ARFhouse needs and welcomes your donation in
any denomination. Every dollar counts and is used
for day-to-day operations, care of our animals,
and assistance to animals in the community. Your
donation is tax deductible. Please send your gift in
the enclosed envelope to ARFhouse, 3377 Spalding
Rd., Sherman, TX 75092.
Name:

ARFhouse
DIRECTORS
Danny Brakebill
Sally O’Brien
Martha Hovers
Stacie Stuart
Jenna Glover
Secretary
Roxanne South

_____________________________________

Address: _____________________________________
_____________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________
Amount: $____________________________________

ARFhouse
Non-Profit
Organization
on Facebook

ARFhouse’s newsletter is
published by the Animal
Refuge Foundation, 3377
Spalding Rd., Sherman,
TX 75092. Phone (903)
564-7056. Martha Hovers,
Editor.

Mission
Statement
ARFhouse is dedicated to
improving the lives of animals through rescue and
rehabilitation, spay/neuter
and placing into homes with
loving guardians.
3377 Spalding Rd.  Sherman,
TX 75092
Phone (903) 564-7056
Website address:
www.arfhouse.org
Email: martha@arfhouse.org

